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Greetings Bayway Neighbors! 

The Alliance for Bayway Communities continues to grow. Currently 48 associations are represented and 

there are approximately 10,000 residents in those associations.

Substantial effort is underway to be sure that issues important to our area are appropriately addressed. 

This newsletter provides an update on the issues, focusing on developments since our last newsletter in 

April of 2016. 

You can keep up with ABC activity from November through April by attending the ABC’s seminars. The 

dates and topics for the 2016-17 seminars are provided towards the end of this newsletter. Our first 

session, on November 8, will allow us to provide more detail on the items in this newsletter as well as to 

answer your questions on these topics.  

 

Improving Pinellas Bayway Landscaping  

In June of 2014, the Alliance for Bayway Communities (ABC) began an effort to convince state and local 

government officials of the need to improve the maintenance of Pinellas Bayway greenery, both 

landscape plantings and grass mowing. The Bayway was a patchwork of exceptional landscape 

maintenance on our association properties and sometimes woefully inadequate maintenance elsewhere 

(e.g., SR 682/679 right of way, medians, I-275 exit ramp, Skyway Marina Sign plot, and others.)  



 
 
Following two years of repeated meetings with the FDOT, our legislators, City officials (from the Mayor 

on down), and the contractors doing the work, the ABC may have finally achieved a breakthrough. After 

talking with Sen. Jeff Brandes, an August golf cart tour of the Bayway with the State's landscape 

maintenance contractor, and sessions that brought City and Isla Del Sol representatives together with 

the contractor, it appears that Bayway landscape maintenance is on track. The State's new right-of-way 

maintenance contractor (Broad Spectrum) and the City of St. Petersburg have re-shuffled who's 

responsible for all sections of the Bayway in order to make Bayway maintenance more efficient and to 

clarify responsibility for those areas that no one maintained in the past.  

The FDOT (via Broad Spectrum) has committed to mowing the grass at approximately two-week 

intervals - weather permitting. For their part, City managers have promised to improve the condition of 

the landscape trees, plants and shrubs under their responsibility. Hopefully, all the handshake 

agreements will be converted into landscapers doing frequent quality maintenance up and down our 

Bayway "front yard." We'll all know soon! 

 

Once we get to the point that it’s working like clockwork, we will document the handshake agreements 

to make sure that we won’t have to go over the same subjects when the personalities change. 

This summer we became concerned about the condition of recently-planted Royal Palm trees on the 

Bayway. There were 104 trees planted with a typical height of 30 feet.  Appropriate people in the City 

were contacted and they have extended the warranty period with the contractor that planted the trees 

to two years and established a maintenance schedule to assure the trees are healthy when the City 

assumes responsibility for their care at the end of the warranty period. 

Another question is whether there will be additional planting along the Bayway from 54th St. to the Toll 

Booths. The answer is YES, this portion was separately funded and that renovation project will begin 

soon.  

Traffic Issues 



 
 
Discussions with the City and Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) regarding traffic safety on 

the Bayway and bike paths along the Bayway identified the need for additional signage to warn vehicles, 

as well as pedestrians and bicyclists, of areas needing special caution. All signs have been installed 

except for one which is delayed pending approval by the FDOT.   

 

Bayway “Commuter” Toll Pass 

As you may have heard, the Florida Legislature passed a bill in April intending to speed construction of a 

new Tierra Verde bridge. Unfortunately, the bill included language that eliminates the $50 annual 

commuter pass that most of us use to enter the Isla Del Sol area and travel to Fort DeSoto. The ABC 

spoke with Representative Kathleen Peters, FDOT Region Secretary Steinman, and Senator Jeff Brandes 

and they have assured us that the $50 pass will remain.  

A response (letter) from FDOT Secretary Boxold to Rep. Peters on 6/13/16 states … 

“Dear Representative Peters, 

Per our conversation, the Florida Department of Transportation has no intention of transferring the 

Bayway facility to the Florida Turnpike Enterprise if that means changing the current toll structure, 

including the current resident and annual passes. The only change to the fee structure will be future 

CPI adjustments, which is standard for all tolled facilities. To clarify, this means that the $50 annual 

pass rate will still be available for purchase.  

Additionally, the Department is working to fund the replacement of the bridge facility in FY2018, as 

per the intent of the Florida Legislature outlined in HB 7027.” 

The FDOT Secretary’s reference to CPI adjustments applies to cash and Sun Pass tolls, not to the $50 

commuter pass. The FDOT reinstituted the commuter pass as a “rule,” as distinct from a statute passed 

by the legislature. The FDOT published the result in its annual document setting toll rates for the year. 

So, after drifting for months, the commuter pass rate was reinstituted before the old passes expired on 

Oct 1st. It will be incumbent on all of us to make sure that the commuter pass stipulation doesn’t 

somehow “disappear” from the State’s annual Toll document. 

ABC will stay in contact with our legislators to assure that legislative action this fall properly confirms the 

intent in FDOT’s letter to Representative Peters. Individual association and our property management 

companies can also follow actions to be sure HB 7061’s elimination of the commuter pass is properly 

negated every year in the FDOT’s annual Toll specification (HB 7027 referred to in Secretary Boxold’s 

letter is an earlier version of the bill finally passed). Further, regarding the Tierra Verde bridge 

construction project, a liaison committee has been formed to assist in conveying communications both 

ways between the FDOT and local residents. Harold Butler will be the ABC representative on the liaison 

committee.  

 

  



 
 
Security 

The St. Petersburg Police Department (SPPD) Community Service Officers (CSOs) assigned to the Bayway 

area are Officer Meghan Rulison and Sergeant Patricia Houston.  

 

They can be reached at: 

Officer Rulison   727-893-4069  Meghan.Rulison@stpete.org 

Sergeant Houston  727-551-3127  Patricia.Houston@stpete.org      

Sergeant Houston and Officer Rulison have emphasized that they are available and eager to address our 

community’s problems. Any association having a problem or suggestions for improvement should not 

hesitate to call them. The Bayway Isles Association has availed themselves of the opportunity, and 

gotten positive feedback from SPPD. We should all be aware that the problem of vehicle thefts and 

break ins is still with us. Since the start of 2016, the SPPD crime tracking system recorded 42 incidents in 

the ABC area: 

 

mailto:Meghan.Rulison@stpete.org
mailto:Patricia.Houston@stpete.org


 
 
Crime information for our area can be followed on line. The link that shows incidents anywhere in St. 

Petersburg and allows a zoom in to the Pinellas Bayway area is: 

http://communitycrimemap.com/?address=St.%20Petersburg%20FL 

In previous ABC sessions, SPPD Chief Holloway has described the steps we could take to discourage car 

break-ins and thefts. These were summarized in earlier ABC communications, and will be re-sent to 

anyone requesting the information. In summary, residents should be reminded to lock doors, not leave 

articles of value in vehicles, never leave the vehicle or residence keys in the vehicle, and immediately 

report all incidents as well as suspicious behavior to the SPPD.  

The Chief also described an increased SPPD focus on the problem. A special unit is now in place to deal 

with the unusually high rate of vehicle theft in Pinellas County, involving SPPD, the Sheriff’s office, and 

other police departments. He also expressed a concern that there are few consequences for those 

arrested for a vehicle theft until their sixth or seventh incident. Alternative approaches are now being 

discussed to address this problem. 

The ABC will continue to work with the SPPD Community Service Officers (CSOs) assigned to the Bayway 

area and with Chief Holloway. An updated version of these statistics will be reviewed at the March 2017 

ABC seminar. 

  

Telecommunications Issues 

Many of the ABC associations (33 associations representing about 4,000 units) participated in the 

Bayway Telecommunications Group (BTG) which finalized negotiation of a revised bulk service 

agreement with Bright House in June of 2014. Charter Communications assumed ownership for Bright 

House this spring and is now responsible for the agreement. The participating associations are 

benefiting from lower costs, have a common 2021 contract expiration date, and are able to choose from 

three different bulk service options: 

 Standard … basic analog video (the only option available before the new agreement) 

 Digital video 

 Digital video plus internet 
  

Most associations are using the digital video bulk option, which includes one digital HD box at no added 

cost for each unit. Because most associations have a significant percentage of residents away for the 

summer, none have yet chosen the bulk digital video plus internet option.  

This spring, the ABC created a committee to continue discussions with Charter Communications, with 

available BTG negotiation team as members. On the Committee are Bill Blazowski, Harold Butler, Walter 

Donnelly, Mike Ertel, and Barry Hagan. In addition, the consultant used in the original negotiation with 

Bright House remains involved (at no additional cost) as part of his initial BTG agreement.  

The current contract includes terms for annual review of service performance. Because we felt it was 

very important to develop a baseline of resident satisfaction with Bright House’s service prior to changes 

Charter might implement, we developed and used a satisfaction survey that at this point has more than 

400 responses.  

http://communitycrimemap.com/?address=St.%20Petersburg%20FL


 
 
Typical results for Bacopa Bay are shown below and similar specific information can be provided for 

other associations that participated in the survey. 

 

 
 

Although some survey responses indicate issues with Bright House’s internet speed and reliability, there 

is general satisfaction with video, internet, and phone service (the results shown above for video are 

typical). And where individuals have experience with a different provider at another residence, a healthy 

majority consider their Bright House service in St. Petersburg to be better than the other provider 

(Comcast, Verizon, Time-Warner, or Charter). This positive “baseline” information about Bright House is 

vital to assuring that Charter Communications continues or improves satisfaction as they make changes 

in the future. 

The current agreement with Charter Communications also allows for definition of additional bulk service 

options during the contract period. The Committee will be discussing new bulk internet options with 

Charter in an attempt to address the disadvantage of associations having to pay for the service in many 

unoccupied units during summer months. Other internet providers will also be considered. The 

Committee has already met with two smaller providers and will have discussions with additional 

providers, including the larger providers in the Tampa Bay area. 

 

Sewer Overflows 

As is well known in the Tampa Bay area, and to some extent on a national basis, St. Petersburg has had 

substantial problems with sewer system overflows. The first incident occurred in August 2015 after a 

two-week period of almost daily rainfall resulted in an overflow at the South West Water Reclamation 

Facility (SWWTF) over the plant’s grounds, on to Eckerd College’s campus and into Clam Bayou. After 

that incident, the City claimed that it was an unusual, 100-year weather event that was very unlikely to 

happen again. Walter Donnelly of the ABC examined rainfall data for our area and disputed this claim to 

the City Council and Water Resources Department. The ABC took the position that the City’s overall 

sewer system and reclamation plants needed to undergo a “stress test” that would define the weather 

conditions that the system could and could not withstand.  
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The City took action in three ways at that time. First, using a nationally respected waste water 

engineering consultant company, they re-examined the technical basis for the decisions to shut down 

the Albert Whitted Water Treatment Facility (AWWTF) located at downtown at the airport and divert 

flows to the Bayway. Second, they initiated a two-phase program to characterize the overall system, as 

requested by the ABC. Phase I was concluded in February and confirmed that the City decision to close 

the one AWWTF contributed to the overflow that occurred in August 2015. The study also defined 

immediate actions that could be taken at each plant to expand the system’s capacity to handle peak 

flows during extreme wet weather events. Phase II is a more substantial evaluation of the overall system 

that was initiated this spring and involves new measurements of actual flows at various locations around 

the City and modeling of the overall system. This will eventually define where major inflows and 

infiltration into the system are causing substantial increases in the flows into the plants (which then 

overwhelm the plants). Results to date, including data from Hurricane Hermine, are intuitively 

appealing: most of the rain and storm-drain water entering the system does so in the older sections of 

the City, with major contributions likely from private portions of the sewer system. Consultants believe 

that up to 12% of the rainfall that falls in these areas winds up in the sewer system. No wonder it 

overflows! The ABC has participated in all review sessions for these efforts, and will continue to do so. 

The third set of actions was to implement in-plant water treatment changes at SWWRF that were 

previously defined as part of the plan to shut down AWWRF, but adding additional capacity upgrades at 

all plants as defined in the Phase I study.  

Major sub-hurricane rain events occurred in June (Tropical Storm Colin) and early August. The June 

event resulted in sewer system overflows in a number of locations, although less than those 

experienced in 2015 and not at the SWWRF location. In the early August event, the sewer system was 

again challenged, but made it through without any major overflows, but only by an inch or two at some 

locations. However, in September, Hurricane Hermine’s rainfall resulted in the largest amount of 

dumped, partially treated sewage into our streets and waterways, many tens of millions of gallons. At 

that point, no one was ascribing to the original argument that the August 2015 incident was a “100-

year” event.  

Reaction in the press and TV media has been understandably strong. National, state, county and City 

political circles have been apoplectic. The questions asked have resulted in the unpaid suspension of 

two high-level City employees. Federal, state, and county officials have launched investigations. The 

entire Pinellas County legislative delegation in Tallahassee held a September “workshop” on the subject 

that filled an auditorium with citizens and reporters. The City Council and Mayor’s Office now 

understand and strongly support the kind of major effort that is now being widely recognized as 

necessary to fix the system.  

The below graphic is helpful in explaining the uncertainties that will be evaluated in Phase II of the 

program mentioned earlier. The treatment plants and system are being overwhelmed by inflow and 

infiltration into the nearly 1,000 miles of pipe that carries sewage to the treatment plants. Inflow is 

water that enters manholes and other open parts of the system. Infiltration is ground water infiltration 

that seeps into the system through cracks or other voids in the pipes.  

 



 
 

 

There is evidence that infiltration is the major culprit An important issue is what portion of the problem 

is in sections of piping that are privately owned (there are more than 100,000 customers connecting into 

the system) versus owned by the City. Since infiltration is highly suspect, the study underway also needs 

to define how rising sea level might influence leakage into the system in the future.  

The ABC has two concerns at this point which have been clearly stated to the Council and Mayor’s office. 

The first is that we need focus, and clear-eyed decision making to select a strategic path through the 

morass of potential short-term and long-term wastewater project options. For example, re-opening the 

AWWTF is now under consideration for either short or long-term use … is this a prudent use of available 

resources or will the effort needed to do this detract from other more effective actions. Then, the City 

needs to get on that path and stay on it.  

Our second main concern is that the many, very complex intertwined projects that need to be 

completed - compounded by the need to keeping plant operations going while construction is underway 

- will require some very, very experienced and effective hands-on project management. The City does 

not have this expertise and it is essential that arrangements be made quickly to close this gap. The ABC 

intends to stay in close contact with both the Council and the Mayor’s office on plans to address these 

concerns. 

The City’s Public Works Administrator, Claude Tankersley will conduct a Town Hall on this matter for all 

residents in our area on December 6. It will be held at Isla Del Sol Y&CC at 2PM. We hope that our ABC 

member Associations will beat the drum to have their Boards and residents – including snowbirds – 

attend to hear about the sewer system from THE authoritative source. We will provide a poster for 

associations to inform residents of this session. 

 

  



 
 
ABC Seminar Schedule  

As in previous years, we will have a session each month from November through April. These ABC 

Seminars (previously called "Benchmarking Group Meetings") will be on the afternoon of the following 

Tuesdays. Let us know if you would like your association to host one of the sessions. 

Please note these dates on your calendars: 

November 8 ABC Update on Summer Developments Point Brittany 

December 6 City Town Hall on Sewage Overflow Problem Isla Del Sol Y&CC 

January 10 Rules & Regulations/Legislative Overview TBD 

February 14 Financial and Legal Issues  TBD 

March 14 Disaster Planning and Security TBD 

April 11 See Below  TBD 

 At each meeting, we will try to include other important items that arise. But the April 11 session will be 

our opportunity to spend a bit more time on the items of highest near-term interest. For example, 

environmental/energy matters have often surfaced … climate change and the health of the bay waters, 

what’s in store for associations in the area of recycling, has solar technology advanced to the point 

where it is viable for associations to consider, how can we accommodate residents that need to charge 

electric vehicles.  

The April 11 session is also our time to plan next summer’s effort to produce information for 2017-2018. 

We know that our telecommunication efforts will be continuing and there may be interest in collecting 

association cost/expense information for analysis. This list will surely grow between now and April. 

 

Administrative Matters 

After the St. Petersburg Community Services Department (CSD) was mentioned at the April 2016 ABC 

Seminar by our SPPD Community Service Officers, the ABC contacted CSD. We learned that few 

associations within the ABC are individually registered at CSD. Shown as registered are Point Brittany, 

Maximo, Broadwater, and the BAHOA group of Bahia associations. The ABC and other associations were 

not known to CSD. 

The CSD, headed by Susan Ajoc, provides information from the City to their registered community 

groups. For example, during severe weather events, information from City and County agencies is 

distributed by them. The CSD also involves registered associations in focus groups to discuss important 

St. Petersburg developments. One recent topic was providing input on early studies of how to develop 

the Tropicana Stadium site. 

Now that ABC itself has registered, we will pass on information that the CSD provides to us. However, 

individual associations are welcome to individually register and receive information directly from the 

CSD. The contact to register is Terese Hilliard at (727) 551-3249, or TereseHilliard@stpete.org.  

mailto:TereseHilliard@stpete.org


 
 
Finally, our listing of contacts within the associations represented by the ABC is now two years old. 

There have been changes in email and phone number information for those originally named as 

contacts, and some Board changes that should result in modification of the person named as the 

contact. We will be asking all associations to update their contact information in next two months and 

would like to complete this by the start of 2017.  

 

 

 

ABC Principals 

Bill Blazowski (Bacopa Bay) 

Harold Butler (Bahia) 

Walter Donnelly (Marina Bay) 

Bob Rogers (Isla Del Sol Y&CC) 


